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4.1.1.2 Option 2: Revised Annual Catch Limit Specifications  
 
If Option 2 were selected, the specifications for FY 2013 through FY 2015 would be as specified 
in Table 12. This option defines FY 2012 specifications for twelve stocks that were last assessed 
at GARM III as the values previously established in FW 44 and FW 45. This is because the 
Council’s SSC recommended against using the results of five to seven year projections to define 
OFLs and ABCs. No specifications are made for FY 2013 and F Y 2014 for these stocks. 
Updated assessments will be completed in early 2012 and a future action will use those results for 
setting the FY 2013 – FY 2014 values. The updated assessments may also lead to changes in the 
FY 2012 values. 
 
For other stocks that are assessed with an index-based assessment, or that have had an assessment 
recently completed, specifications are defined for the period FY 2012 – 2014. 
 
A benchmark assessment for GOM cod was completed in December 2011. The results will not be 
available in time for them to be included in this framework. In order to allow the results to be 
adopted as quickly as possible, the framework considers and analyzes a range of values that are 
expected to encompass the likely assessment result. The framework also includes the FY 2012 
value that was included in FW 44. After the assessment results are completed, the Council’s SSC 
will use the new results to recommend OFLs and ABCs for FY 2012 – 2014, the Council will 
consider the recommendations at a Council meeting, and the revised values may be included in 
the proposed and final rule.  
 
To a large extent, the values for specifications are determined by the decisions made on the 
options in sections Error! Reference source not found., Error! Reference source not found., 
and 4.1.4 and the decisions made on section Error! Reference source not found. (AMs). If the 
AMs in that section are adopted, then for ocean pout, both windowpane flounder stocks, and 
Atlantic wolffish the groundfish fishery will not have a specific sub-ACL and Error! Reference 
source not found. will be revised accordingly. 
 
Rationale: This measure would adopt new specifications for groundfish stocks that are consistent 
with the most recent assessment information. 
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Table 12 –  Option 2 Northeast Multispecies OFLs, ABCs, ACLs, and other ACL sub-components for FY 2013 – FY 2015 (metric tons, live weight). All 
ACL values are preliminary and may change after FY 2012 catches are evaluated. Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton. Specifications for other 
stocks await SSC recommendations. Sector shares based on 2012 PSCs. CORRECTED 9/18/2012. 
 (1)  Grayed out values will be adjusted as a result of future recommendations of the TMGC.  
 (2)  Assumes scallop sub-ACL of 100 mt as a proxy until estimated catch is available 
 (3)  Assumes scallop sub-ACL is 8 pct 
    

Stock Year OFL U.S. 
ABC 

State 
Waters 

Sub-
compon

ent 

Other 
Sub-

Components
Scallops 

 
Groundfish 
Sub-ACL 

Comm 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 

Rec 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 

Prelim-
inary 

Sectors 
Sub-
ACL 

Preliminary 
Non_Sector 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 

MWT 
Sub_
ACL 

Total 
ACL 

GB Cod(1) 
  
  

2013              

2014             

2015              

GOM Cod 
  
  

2013   750 50 25 0   402 235 394 8 0 711 

2013  4,000 265 133 0   2,141 1,254 2,101 41 0 3,793 

2014   0 0 0 0   0 0 0 0 0 0 

GB 
Haddock(1) 
  

2013 46,185 29,335 293 1,173 0 26,196   0 26,124 72 273 27,936 

2014 46,268 35,699 357 1,428 0 31,879   0 31,792 87 332 33,996 

2015 56,293 43,606 436 1,744 0 38,940   0 38,833 107 406 41,526 

GOM 
Haddock  
  

2013 371 290 4 6 0   187 74 186 1 3 274 

2014 443 341 5 7 0   220 87 218 2 3 323 

2015 592 435 6 9 0   280 111 279 2 4 412 
GB 
Yellowtail 
Flounder(1) 

(2) 
  

2013   215 0 8.6 97.0 103.2   0 102.0 1 0 208.8 

2014  215 0 8.6 97.0 103.2   0.0 102.0 1.2 0.0 208.8 

2015             

GB 
Yellowtail 
Flounder(3) 

2013   215 0 8.6 16.7 183.5   0 181.4 2.1 0.0 208.8 

2014  215 0 8.6 16.7 183.5   0.0 181.4 2.1 0.0 208.8 

2015             

SNE/MA 
Yellowtail 
Flounder  
  

2013 1,021 700 7 28 140 479   0 382 97 0 653 

2014 1,042 700 7 28 140 479   0 382 97 0 653 

2015 1,056 700 7 28 140 479   0 382 97 0 653 
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Stock Year OFL U.S. 
ABC 

State 
Waters 

Sub-
compon

ent 

Other 
Sub-

Components 
Scallops 

 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 
Comm 

Groundfish 
Sub-ACL 

Rec 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 

Prelim-
inary 

Sectors 
Sub-
ACL 

Preliminary 
Non_Sector 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 

MWT 
Sub_
ACL 

Total 
ACL 

CC/GOM 
Yellowtail 
Flounder  

2013 713 548 16 11 0 495   0 483 12 0 522 

2014 936 548 16 11 0 495   0 483 12 0 522 

2015 1,194 548 16 11 0 495   0 483 12 0 522 

Plaice 
  
  

2013 2,035 1,557 16 62 0 1,405   0 1,382 23 0 1,483 

2014 1,981 1,515 15 61 0 1,367   0 1,344 23 0 1,443 

2015 2,021 1,544 15 62 0 1,393   0 1,370 23 0 1,471 
Witch 
Flounder 
  
  

2013 1,196 783 23 31 0 692   0 681 11 0 747 

2014 1,512 783 23 31 0 692   0 681 11 0 747 

2015 1,846 783 23 31 0 692   0 681 11 0 747 

GB Winter 
Flounder 
  

2013 4,819 3,750 0 188 0 3,384   0 3,365 20 0 3,572 

2014 4,626 3,598 0 180 0 3,247   0 3,228 19 0 3,427 

2015                         

GOM 
Winter 
Flounder  

2013 1,458 1,078 272 54 0 715   0 690 24 0 1,040 

2014 1,458 1,078 272 54 0 715   0 690 24 0 1,040 

2015                         
SNE/MA 
Winter 
Flounder 
 

2013 2,637 697 195 139 0 337   0 0 337 0 672 

2014 3,471 912 255 182 0 441   0 0 441 0 879 

2015                         

Redfish 
2013 15,468 10,995 110 440 0 9,923   0 9,883 40 0 10,473 

2014 16,130 11,465 115 459 0 10,347   0 10,305 42 0 10,920 

2015 16,845 11,974 120 479 0 10,807   0 10,763 44 0 11,405 
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Stock Year OFL U.S. 
ABC 

State 
Waters 

Sub-
compon

ent 

Other 
Sub-

Components 
Scallops 

 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 
Comm 

Groundfish 
Sub-ACL 

Rec 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 

Prelim-
inary 

Sectors 
Sub-
ACL 

Preliminary 
Non_Sector 
Groundfish 

Sub-ACL 

MWT 
Sub_
ACL 

Total 
ACL 

White Hake 
  

2013 5,306 3,638 73 109 0 3,283   0 3,257 26 0 3,465 

2014             

2015             

Pollock 
  
  

2013 20,060 15,600 756 1,380 0 12,791   0 12,695 95 0 14,927 
2014 20,554 16,000 760 1,400 0 13,148   0 13,050 98 0 15,308 
2015             

N. Window-
pane 
Flounder  

2013 202 151 2 29 0 112   0 0 112 0 143 

2014 202 151 2 29 0 112   0 0 112 0 143 

2015 202 151 2 29 0 112   0 0 112 0 143 

S. Window-
pane 
Flounder 
  

2013 730 548 55 384 0 102   0 0 102 0 540 

2014 730 548 55 384 0 102   0 0 102 0 540 

2015 730 548 55 384 0 102   0 0 102 0 540 
S. Window-
pane 
Flounder 
Scallop 
Sub-ACL 

2013 730 548 55 186 183 102   0 0 102 0 527 

2014 730 548 55 186 183 102   0 0 102 0 527 

2015 730 548 55 186 183 102   0 0 102 0 527 

Ocean 
Pout  
  

2013 313 235 2 21 0 197   0 0 197 0 220 

2014 313 235 2 21 0 197   0 0 197 0 220 

2015 313 235 2 21 0 197   0 0 197 0 220 

Atlantic 
Halibut  
  

2013 164 99 50 5 0 42   0 0 42 0 97 

2014 180 109 55 5 0 47   0 0 47 0 107 

2015 198 119 60 6 0 51   0 0 51 0 116 

Atlantic 
Wolffish  
  

2013 94 70 1 3 0 62   0 0 62 0 65 

2014 94 70 1 3 0 62   0 0 62 0 65 

2015 94 70 1 3 0 62   0 0 62 0 65 

 




